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Greetings Heritage In Flight Museum Members And Friends

W

hile it may seem like we’ve been MIA the fact is that we’ve just been
very busy in our personal lives over the past several months which
has resulted in the lag between our last newsletter and this one. Looking
back at 2021 we really did have a busy and productive year. Some of the
highlights include: *We awarded Larry Whitbeck and Joanne Marlin with
the Eagle Award *Rick Smith, Tom Wachtel, and Rick Kidd retrieved a
donated searchlight from West Chicago *We hosted a group of motorcyclists
from Decatur who were raising money for a very worthy cause *We received treasure troves of donations
from several people in the form of both artifacts and funds.
Heritage In Flight Museum, Inc. is proud to be carrying on a long tradition in America that goes back 116
years. It was January 13th, 1906 when the Aero Club of America held its first public exhibition at the 69th
Regiment Armory in NYC. That event lasted eight days and was inspired by the Club's members to promote
aviation. Of note was the invitation sent to Orville and Wilbur Wright to bring the motor from their historic
1903 flying machine for public display. The Wright brothers were only able to salvage the crankshaft and
flywheel for the exhibition.
Our mission statement includes the words, "to promote aviation history" and we at Heritage In Flight are
graced with several talented, motivated, and inspired members to help us continue with that mission. As we
enter into 2022 our goal is to do our part to help carry on a 116 year tradition of providing aviation education
in America through exhibitions and programs for the public for many years to come. We are very excited
about the upcoming year.
Your membership dues are very important so if you have not renewed for 2022 please consider doing so
today.
Hope to see you soon
Rick Kidd, President Art Williams, Secretary & Treasurer Heritage In Flight Museum, Inc
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Ken Sommerfield

n article in the May-June newsletter regarding the sponsorship by
HIF allowing students from the West Lincoln-Broadwell grade
school to attend the Challenger Learning Center prompted longtime HIF
member and artist Ken Sommerfield to respond with the following
words:

Founded 1980

“I was especially impressed with the articles about young people and
their activities that HIF has backed and encouraged. While our museum
heralds the Past in aviation, these children represent the Future. I will
not live to see what their potential and accomplishments will create, but
I'm sure it will be beyond our imagination! And it would be kinda nice to
know that, in some way, Heritage In Flight Museum will have had a small
role in bringing those accomplishments to fruition. HIF is more than just
relics of a time gone by; it is a garden in which the seeds of interest in
aviation and space are planted in new generations of our young people.”

~
Ken Sommerfield

From our current logo to the nose art on several pieces of aircraft panels
Ken’s artwork has been admired by countless visitors and members of
Heritage in Flight Museum. Other notable examples of Ken’s artwork are
the many drawings of aircraft that we have handed to children for them to
color.
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Warrior Run

n Saturday, August 31, 2021 Heritage in Flight
Museum was the first stop of many for the
Warrior Ride. The ride was organized by Casey Lore
of Lincoln who works for Coziahr Harley Davidson
in Forsyth, Il. It was originally expected that
between 100 and 150 riders would participate in the
event, however due to inclement weather at their
planned starting time all but 23 people chose not to
ride. A last minute decision by Casey to delay the
start time by 1 hour allowed those riders to make the
trip from Forsyth to Lincoln on a total of 16
motorcycles while several others made the trip by
automobile.
The purpose of the ride was to raise funds for the

Peacemaker Project 703 which was started by Amber
Oberheim. Amber’s husband Chris Oberheim (badge
#703) was a Champaign, Il police officer who was
killed on May 19, 2021 while responding to a
domestic dispute. Officer Jeffery Creel was also
injured on the call.
The mission of the Peacemaker Project 703 is to
“proactively support law enforcement officers and
their families through community outreach, reform,
and education.”
Even though the turnout was less than expected
those who did participate really enjoyed their visit to
HIF and look forward to stopping here again next
year; hopefully with more motorcycles.
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Collection Of Model Airplanes Donated To HIF

L

ocal resident and veterinarian (retired after 41
years) Phil Gillen recently donated to HIF an
impressive collection of model airplanes that he has
built over the past several decades.
By the age of 10 Phil had already dove into his
model building hobby; assembling the kits without
paint at first, and then painting them by the time he
was a teenager.
After graduating from the University Of Illinois in
1980 he introduced airbrushing into his model

D

finishing tool bag. The collection that Phil donated
to the Heritage in Flight Museum represents those
airbrushing years from around 1980 to present.
According to Phil his interest in airplanes may have
developed while attending airshows as a child.
As museum members were carefully unboxing each
airplane and laying them out on tables in the hangar
they were amazed at how detailed and accurate they
were.

Do You Have Something Interesting To Share?

o you have an interesting story to tell? Would you like to provide us with a history lesson
about some important event from the past? Maybe you’d like to report on a current event that
you feel would be of interest to our members.
If you have anything that you would like to share with our members you may send it to:
rkidd65@springnet1.com for possible inclusion in a future newsletter. Photos would be great too.
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New "Flown West" Plaque

e recently ran out of space on our plaque dedicated to the memory of Heritage In Flight Museum
members who have “Flown West”.
Thanks to Rick Kidd and Art Williams we now have a new, larger plaque that will hopefully last for many
years.
Rick made the walnut plaque while Art had new name tags engraved so they would all match. He then
carefully laid them out and secured them in place making sure the spaces were uniform.
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Collection Of Firearms Donated To HIF

eritage in Flight museum was recently the
recipient of several rifles, an assortment of
ammunition, and other related items from the estate
of Robert M. Baker, Jr.
The firearms consisted of a Winchester model 67-22
single shot, a Western Field model M842 semiautomatic .22, an M-1 carbine .30 cal., a Fabrica de
Armas Spanish Mauser 7mm semi-automatic, and a
Japanese Arisaka Type 38 6.5mm.
HIF member Larry Whitbeck received the items via
Gary Burdett.
After consulting with the executor of the estate to

make sure we complied with any conditions related
to the donation we decided to liquidate the entire
collection. It would have been an unacceptable
liability to store fully functioning firearms in the
museum, not to mention on airport property.
Larry Whitbeck has been meeting with multiple
firearms dealers and enthusiasts to sell the items for
as much as possible.
At the time of this writing we anticipate getting in
excess of $2000 for the collection.
Heritage in Flight Museum Inc. thanks life member
Whitbeck for his time and effort in this matter.
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2021 Christmas Parade  Downtown Lincoln

eritage in Flight Museum participated in the
annual Christmas Parade on a very pleasant
Thursday evening, December 2nd in downtown
Lincoln. Due to the expense of running the
searchlight for an hour, and the fact that it takes at
least 10 volunteers to hand out candy while safely
maneuvering the searchlight along the parade route

F

we decided to leave it in the hangar and just have our
children’s simulator as an entry.
Art Williams led the way with the banner; Tom
Wachtel was our driver and also provided the sound
system and Christmas music; Sydnie Sanderbeck
operated the simulator; Jerry Kitson and Rick Kidd
distributed candy to the children.

Other Searchlight News

or a second year in a row Extreme Haunted Hayrides decided to cancel their October season due to
COVID-19 restrictions; the loss of income from operating our searchlight for them has been significant.
We are hopeful that they will resume operations next October, however due to some changes within their
organization the future of that job is uncertain.
If anyone knows of a business that might be interested in renting our searchlight please have them contact us
at info@heritageinflight.org for pricing.
During our November monthly meeting it was decided that we would not run the searchlight in this year’s
Christmas Parade in downtown Lincoln.
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Heritage In Flight Museum Needs You

by maintaining the organization that they themselves
ith 2021 behind us we at Heritage In Flight
Museum, Inc. look forward to what 2022 will believed so strongly in.
So, the bottom line is this: We rely heavily upon your
bring.
We look forward to the day where bus loads of grade membership dues, so if you have not renewed for
school students will once again descend upon us and 2022 please consider doing so. If you’ve let your
membership expire for a year or two we’d really
want to touch EVERYTHING and ask a million
appreciate having you back.
questions. Will that happen this year? Who knows,
but one thing is certain and that is we need your help One final note: Our March 12th meeting is just a
to make sure we’re still here for them when they’re couple short months away. During this annual
meeting we will elect 3 members to serve a 3 year
able to return.
term on the board of directors. If you are interested in
As noted in another article we have lost out on a
significant source of income with the cancellation of having your name placed on the ballot please contact
our searchlight job and that loss has definitely been any of our current directors.
felt. Even though our visitor count has been low we We have been conducting most of our directors
still have to keep the lights on, the museum warm, the meetings remotely so any of our long distance
vehicles insured, etc., etc. Thankfully, we have been members would certainly be just as effective as if you
reside in Lincoln, Il. The only requirement to serve is
the recipient of some very generous monetary
that you must be a member in good standing and
donations from former members and friends who
have graciously remembered HIF in their wills. We current on your annual dues.
owe it to them to make sure we honor their generosity

